
TIPS ON CARE AND PRESERVATION OF QUILTS

• Just because it is old doesn’t mean it worth preserving 

• Roll quilts to prevent creases 

• If folded refold every 6 months 

• Best way is to use acid free tissue paper making a ‘pillow’ and using gentle 
curves 

• Don’t keep quilts in a wooden box or on wooden ladders.  If you do, use 2 coats 
of Minwax clear gloss  

• If keeping quilts in plastic tubs look for the symbol 5 on the bottom 

• Best way….. use boxes made from inert cardboard,  acid free using the gentle 
fold method 

• For archival supplies try Brodart, Brantford, Ontario  

• Do not store your quilts in basements or attics. Temperature should be 70-72’ 
and 55% humidity 

• Keep out of sunlight.  The damage from light is irreversible. Rotate quilts. LED 
lighting s ok. 

• Wet cleaning………. Use Orvus Paste. Soak in a bathtub 1 TBSP of paste in 2 
gallons of water. 

• Dry cleaning( not the dry cleaners)……….use a vacumn cleaner hose covered 
with a nylon stocking and light suction 

• Spot cleaning try ‘Dirt Eraser sponge’ tear off a small piece and rub gently 

• Spray basting use 505, don’t use sulky 

• All fusible webbing is not good, fusible batting last well. 

• If framing make sure to go to someone who knows what they are doing. 

• To repair holes try tulle over the top of hole. Match the colour of the fabric 

• Documentation: set up your list like a catalogue with all the particulars. 

• If you have something really special find a conservator or go to AQS for 
appraisal references 

• Some references: 

•        Gaylord Archival University Products 

•        Light Impressions by Dick Blink 

•        International Preservation Studies Center 

•       C3 Center for Collective Care 



•        quiltalliance.org 
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Orvus Paste can be bought on Amazon.  

http://quiltalliance.org

